Wag» 


- 


True Relation of the cruell Mur- 


thering of a young Boy, not tully three yeares 
olde,w. ule Siſter liecwile had het tongue cut out of 
her head, harc. by the rootes: which murther and maſſa- 


cre v. done by a woman called Mother Dell, and her 
Sonne, dwelling at A, ld in Hartſordſlare, for which monſtrous 
fact, they were both hanged at Hartford this laſt Siſes. The 
' onelywrneſle to proue the Murther was the tonꝑue- 
les Childe,moſt mi ahtily preſerued from de uli, 
to which Childe it pleaſed God to lend 
the vic of ſpeech, notwwithſtan- 
dung the wanrofher 
tongue. 


2.0, af '/ houſe,cnely her donne, named T. Dell: 
8 \ Into f;ehouſeof this old woman (ſome 


tw) g 

eure peares ſince) was ſeene goe int wo 
pꝛettie Childʒen a Bop and a Girle, the Bop ſeemed not 
thꝛte ptates of age, and the Oirle not much abone feure. 
Cbelſe Childzen were led into the ſaid houſe by a wãd ing 
Pedler g his wife (o: Puncke.) The going in ok theſe chil- 
dꝛen was noted by diners , but eſpeciallpe by a Taplo2 
dwelling in the towne called A. C. which Taylo2 markt 
them ſo much the moꝛe foz that the were banſomelpe ap- 
partei. d and their coates made with new winges, ſkirtes 
and lags, ſuch as he tad not ſecne tde like of befoze, which 
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2. 
made him pꝛeſen ! lye bpon the ſiabt ot tbem, to make a pat. 
terne of choſe winges and Jagges: Bat doubiing that 
he had not taken a true patierpe, be watched to haue ano- 
ther ſight of thoſe Childzen, But when foꝛ two oz thzee 
daies ſpace hee couid not ſce tjtm, hee went (othe houſe of 
Mothei Dell, and did aſke her loꝛ thoſe Childzeneſhee an- 
ſwered him veryt ſhoꝛtip ſaying: they were ſafe enough, 
fo2 they were gone againe with them that bꝛonght them. 
With this anſwere the Caploꝛ was ſatiſfped, becauſe it 
no further conſcernd him then the getting ok a peece ot a 
new faſhion. But with in a while aſter the boy was found 
dead in a di'ch oz water not larre from the Towne, 
with a great peece of wood tped to his backe. The Childe 
being taken out, it did platnely appeare that hee was mur- 
thered befozebe was thꝛowne in, The pooze harmeleſſe 
Infant being found thus cruelip murthered, and none that 
look ed on him taking knowledge ol him. Mis pꝛettp litle 
coate was taken and hanged vp in dinsrs market townes 


and pꝛoclamation made in cuerie one ofthoſe Townes to- 


this cffea, that if anp o ſe whatſocner cou d and would tel 
where the Father o: Pother of the murthered Childe 
(which woz? that Coate)dwelt, he ſhould haue foztye ſhil⸗ 
lings fo2 his paints, and his charges tozne to b2inghim 
from and to the place where her dwelt: But all this pzw- 
ned to little oʒ no purpoſe, till at the laſt, this newes came 
to the heating ol the Taploꝛ, who comming to the place 
where the Coafe was to bee ſeene, and taking geod notice 
of it, he pꝛelentip calde to his remembꝛance, that, that coate 
was woz e by one of thoſe Childzen Which hee had ſeene 


gor into the houſe of Pother Dell. 


The ncwesofthis comming to the eares of Sir Hen- 
ry Butler and one other Knight, being both Juſtices, and 
bath dwellſug neere to that place, a warrant was made, by 
vertue whereof , the (aid Bether Dell and her Donne 
wert b:ougit befoꝛe them beth, and ſtrialpe examined, 
where ther both conteſt p two ſuch Cyildzen as the L: 
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F lo? ſpakeo*, came into the houſe with a Pedler and his 
77 wife, and that they verily thought the Boy at that time 
had that coate on his backe: but allthis was nothing to 
them, foz they neither knew the Pedlar noz his wile, 
* opnely they came thether to ſee if they had neede of anp of 
their ware, (as it is a common vſe foz traueling Pediars 
to cal at diners houſes ): when they had beſtowed ſome lit 
f tle money with them, both hee his wife, and thoſe Thil- 
den (which they ſaide were theirs) went out on the back» 
' ſideofthehouſe,and what aſter becamc ofthem,they knew 
not. 
* Upen this their confeſſfon, they were both bound oner 
to appeare and anſwere at the next Allizes, the Juſtices 
hoping ere that time to finde out the aco2 o aco28 cfthat 
” mozethen monſtrous fragedy. But alas their hopes were 
deceſued,fo2 the time was not pet come wherein Gad had 
decreed fo bꝛing this crueli,bacbarous, and bloedy maſa- 
cre to light: pet notwithſtanding, they were (ill bound o- 
uer from Oile to Siſe, almoſte fo2 foure peares, in which 
time, the aide Mother Dell beſtowed greatecoft in alte. 
ring, repapꝛing, and furniſhing ol her houſe, which made 
| many of herneighbozs much to woder, fo2 that they knew 
not from wheace ſhee ſhould haue wherewith to defray 
7 that charge. | 
„ But now let vs lganc both her and her Bonne fo the bel 
and hazro2 of a gulltie conſcience, which alwaies waytes 
| and attends on murtherers, and let vs now ſpedke of the 


* * 


pooze mangled and diſmembꝛed Gitle, who was now in 
farre wozſe caſe then her dead Brother, had not bee which 
pꝛeuides fo2 the whole woald, in his good appointed tyme 
| pꝛouided fo2 her: Fo2 her tongue was firſt cut out of her 
4 head by the rootes, then was ſhce led by this ſaid Bother 
\ of miſchiefe and her Donne, (at a time when they were 
| 


not ſeene) to the fideofa wood, which was ſil dome fre- 
quented, in which place ſtood an old great hollow tree, 


which was not very high. 
Hauing 
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wing bꝛeugbt fbis helpieſte and hopeleCe child to this 
tree (which they ment ſbould be her graue) the ſonne got 
vp to the top, and rudelp halled vp after him this harmles 
girle, who hauing ſeene her bꝛother murthered beoze ber 
face had no reaſon to hope of life, vet did ſhe not ceaſe wityg 
teares and ũgnes to beg ge foꝛ pitie ot theſe pittileſſe wzet- Wa 
ches. whoſe hearts being much harder then ſtone, would © 
not telent: foz this meicileſſe villaine let her lippe info 
the tree where they lelt ber, in hope neuer moꝛe to ſee her, 
| oz beare of her. 
| But he that pzeſerucd Daniel in the Lions den, and 
| made the blinde to ſee, the lame to goe, and the dumbe to 
. ſpeake, did not onelp pꝛeſetue the life of this hilde, but alſo -* 
| did gtue vnto her an ertraozdinarie trength and vigoz, f 
| whereby ſhe was able, and did make ſuch a nopſe, that a 
| man comming by that wap (not by chaunce, but ſuripe by 
the pꝛouidenceand appointment o God) hearing a ſtrange 
[| humming,and hollow crying, dzawing neare to that tree, 
3 perteiued the nopſe and trie to come from thence, which ; 
| made him get vp to the topofit, where being and loking 
| downs into it, he hehelde that piftifuil, rathfuil, and body 
| ſpectacle : which when he had a whilelooked on with pit: 
tile and cempaſſion, and bauing ſpoke to her, and perety⸗ 
* uing by her ſignes that ſhe could not anſwer him, de made 
Ii meancs to dꝛawe her out. Which when he had done, he be- 
gan (as may be caſiip imagined) to bethinke with him- 
1 ſelfe, what great trouble hee might come into if hee were y 


By found with che childe, he being a ranger, as it ſeemes 
| be was. | 
And this feare o{fronble/as was ſuppoſed by the graue 
| } and wi'e Judge and Juſtices ofibe Bench, when tbe mat⸗ 

| ter came to their hearing) made this man after he had pul- | 
| ledherco! ofthe tree, to make from ber with all the baſte q 
he could. But (he paoꝛe ſ2ol2 purfued him with all the 
haſte ſbe could creing and calling Viito him foꝛ ſuttoꝛ and 
helpe in the beſt manner ſhecculd, being there vnto v2ged 
by 


&% 


. 
bp paint and hunger, tb laat of which — 4 want! 
of a reſslute and rcſalacd: (pitittobreake ſlente, had hee 
vowedthe contcarie : much moze then being iopned both 
together muſt they fozce a childe, | 
Znbziefe then, when the had loſt the ſight of bim, - God: 
ff knowes what became sher, but radnemano; woman 
f can tell any certaine place of ger above to almoſt theſs 

foure pt ares. 

Many ſay they haue ſeent ſuch a dumbe child wander 
vp and downe a begging, & ud ſhe hertſelle hath confe ile d 
(lnce the time that God hath ent her vſe ot her ſpeech and 
pPtterance, that e map bee eaſily bnderftcod hy am that 
N ſhꝛ l heare her) that the did beg fo2 her foode all that time. 
5 Ant queſtionleſſe. the L oꝛd who had reſerucd her, both 
4 to bzing ſo monſtrous a murder, ans cracll a maſſacre to 
light, and alſgto make manifeſt his almightie power ts 
many nalbel@pingandvabeleenag miſcreants (Atheiſt⸗ 
J me ane) he, 4lay; as may moftcuidently appeare, did 
21 both p2eſcrue der, and pꝛouide foz her. 
8 And nobo the time dꝛawing neare, wherein it pleaſed 
a God to glue theſe wicked w2etches ſomepart of of their 
25 reward , he ſo direged the courſe of this poae wandzing 
1 childe, that the came backe againe to the towneof Hat- 
35 ſield, where (he receiued her mꝛongs haning pet no vſe 
of (peech noꝛ vtterance, whereby the might be vnderffood. 
And wandzing vp and downe the towne, little thinking 
ſhe had beene neare the place where der innocent bꝛother 
loſt his lite, and berſclfe the inctrument of her ſpeech: but 
going along the ſtreete.gaſing here and there, as childzen 
Will doe (yea and olde folkes t) when they come into a 
u range p'ace, At laſt ſhee came by the houſe where this 
bloodie tragidie had beene ad ed: which houſe ſhe no faner 
ſawe,but che knew, as did appeare by the ſignes of griefe | 

and ſozrow, which ſhe made al the ſight thereof. Fo2 what 

wlth her crying, and the extraoꝛdinatie noyſe which thee 
made, lhee dzewe people about her, who did in — 
55 eeme 
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feame to greene at the moane ſhee made: but ſurely they 
could not chuſe but wonder, and defire ts knowe what the 
fozrown and ſignes ment wich the childe mads. Foz one 
while ſhe would gape wide with her month, dzawing 
der foze finger to and tro it, as though ſhe had beene cut- 
ting ol ſome thing: then would ſhe with ber finger poynt 
into the houſe. And when this mother Dell and her ſonne 
came to the dooze, then her crying and her ſignes did ſ&me 
much ts encreaſe, wbich made the leckers on to ſuſpect 
much, but alas they knew not what. But at laſt amongſt 
other folkes came the Tailerbefoze ſpokenof, and hee no 
ſoonerſaw the child noted her ſignes, and remembzed the 
other Childe found in the water and marthered as is 
afo2eſaide, but ſtraight he ſaies, that this was the other 
ofthoſ. Childzen , which was leddeinfs that houſe long 
fince by the Pedlcr and his Mie. Then ſeme of ths 
Neighbours together with the Taploz, tooke the chitde 
and led her into the houſe , ſhee being within, food ffa- 
ring wildelye round abont her, at laſt ſhce ſpied a paire 
of ſtapzes, to which (hee went directiye,andcomming to 
them, ſhee looked earneſtipe on them, looking about the 
houſe againe, the firſt pointed to the fapzes, and then to a 
Cozneroſthe houſe, as who ſhouldſay, theſe Rayzes did 
ſcand there. 

This ſigne the neighbo2s vnderſtoed well, betauſe they 
knew the ſtapzes had bene remooned and that made them 
thinke ſome foulgmatter would bee pickt out of her other 
fignes. Peerenpon they beganne to lay Fandes on the 
Motber and her Sonne, to haue them againe (now with 


te Childe) befoꝛe the Jiiftice, at which the childe ſeemed 
Qrelorce. 

Being bꝛought befoze Sir Henry Butler, who was the 
nert Juſjice, (and had examines them diners times be- 
foe conceraing theſe Childꝛen) the Conſtable oz Peadbo- 
z0ugb beganne to fell vnto his Mozchippe the canſeof 


pont 


their comming, and hauing related vnto himfrom 
| fo 
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to point, what theyhad ſeene, the Childemarking , and 
vnderſtanding them well, fell fo her fozmer ſignes againe 
befoze the Knight. Uhereupon hee did with great 
Wiſdame and diſcretion, examiue them aparte, one fro 
another. But ihep both remained ſill obſtinate, and in 
their olde tale, confeſſing nothing, noz would anye of 
them acknowledge, that they had euer ſcene the Gfrle 
beſoꝛe, notwithſtanding the Taploz did nt affyzme 
it to their faces, that that was the Girle which the 
Pedler and his wife led into their houſs long fince with 
the boy. | 

Che Jufice afſuring himſelfe now, that theſe were the 
ct oꝛs of that blaody Tragedy, e boping that God would 
in time make it yzt moꝛe plaine then it was, bee cauſed 
a Mittimus to be made e ſent them to the Jayle, there to 
remaine with out zs ple o2 mainepziſe dntill the Afſiſes. 
And further hee willed the Conſtable to take the Chilts 
backe againe with bim to the Towne, and to haue a great 
eare that ſhe might be wel looked vnto, and to ſee the houſes 

of Pother Dell ſafely ſhut vp. 

All this being daone accozding to the Knſghtes com- 
maũd, e the childes lodging e diet being much better, then 
it had beene long befoze,ſhe began to gather both ſtrength 
and ſpirit vnto her, and to take delight to playe amongſt 
Childzen. 

But now (Gentle ieader) let mee intreate thee as thou 
readſt, not onelpe to admyꝛe and wonder, but to pꝛayſe : 
and magnifte the mightie maker and pꝛeſeruer ol us all, 
fo2 his great mercy and might ſhewed to this pooze childe, 
in this next ſucceeding action, which if wee looke into hut 
with the eyes ol naturallteaſen and humane ſence, it will 
be thought incredible andimpoſſible. Nut with God no⸗ 
thing is impoſſible, ethis ought not to be thought incred(- 
ble, becauſe it was ſo lately and ſoncere vnto vs done and 
fo; that the Childe is yet liuing in Hatfield· to affirme foz 


euth,alltþat CG there 
| 2 : 


. 8. 

ron Gal underſt and, that this girle being playing 
ber childzen on the backe · ide ot ſome mans houſe 
nihetownge , where cocks, hans, chickens were fer ding, 
; Pleaſed God at that time, tomakeacocketo bs (as it 


were a tutoz tothe child, and) his firſt meſſenger of this 
-wmightie miracle, like as a bird oftheſamename and nas 
tace;viingtbeſelfe ſame note, put Peter in minde that hee 


bad denicd his maiſt er: from which his remembzance, 
ſpꝛung his trae and heartierepentance. But to pꝛoteede: 
This child being plaping(as J ſaid befoze)one of the rocks 
in the pard began to crow and another anſwered him ans 
thus they continued a pꝛet tie while, At lait one ofthe chil- 
dꝛen began (after their maner) to mocke the cockes, cry. 
ing cocke · adoodle· doo: in the end this dumde child. tray 
ning ber ſelfe, cried as the reſt had done, cocke⸗adoodle dœ, 

which made all the childzen amade: and one of them that 
Soodenext ber,ſaid: what, canſt thou ſpeake nowe I that 
J can (ſaid ſhe) ſpeaking it ſo plainly that they all vnder- 
ffoode her. The bearing of this mate the childzen bzeaks 


vp their play, and runne home with idy to the houſe whers 


this child was kept,tocarcie newes. And when ſhe came 
bome to the houſe where ſhewas kept, and the folke ofthe 
bonſe finding the repoꝛt of the childzen to be true, with ex- 
ceeding (oy{aftertheaſking of herſome fewqueſtions, to 
which the did anſwere verie direcly) they led her agains 
to the knight befszenamed, to whom they tolde what had 
happened. Which when he had heard (he being furniſhed 
with the feare of God, which is indeede the true fountaine 
and fannt ation of wiſedome) hee firtt of all gaue thankes 
to God, and then de did aſks her who tut out ber tongue: 
ſhe (aid, the olde woman and her ſonne. that killed her bo- 


ther. and put her into thetri: then he aſked her who tocke 


ber out ofthe tree? and ſhe ſaids; a man; that when hee had 
done didrunne away trum her becauſe he could not ſpeabe 


to him. Yelibetiile aſked whither ſhs wont then wut alas 
- hoc could not tell him: ede aſke der, * 
% er 


9, 
her to the old woman houſe fir? and ſhe ſaid a man aid 3 
woman that had killed her father and her mother, and ta⸗ 
hen a great bagge ofmoney from them. And he ſaid that 
the man and woman had giuen a great! deale of that ma- | 
ney to the olde woman: and that the dlde woman did at : 
that time lift vp her hands thꝛee times, and did ſweare thz& | 
times, that ſhe would neuer tellany body wha they were. 
* Theſe and many other queſtions the Knight dis aſke her, 
to all which the did anſwer, with moze reaſon and ſenlez - 
then is common to one ot hes age. - 
* Co conclude, the Diſes being come, an Inditement 
Was peſerd againſt the mother and the ſonne, to which in 
ditement they pleaded not guiltie, and put themſelues fo 
F cheozdinarie trfall. Whereupon the childe was bzought 
© befoze the Bench, and ade vpon the Zablebetweene the 
Bench andthe Jury. Uhere after that the fozeſaid knight 
- hadopencd ſome part of this foule offence, the childe was 
aſked dinerſeofthe fozmer queſtions ?to which ſhe anſwe- 
red as befoze. The taplex likewiſe was there, whotolbe 
vnto the Jurie what he has ſeene. Then the Jurie was 
wille to goe togither ; but — — went, they didloks 
into the childes month , but couſd not ſeeſo much as the 
ſtumpe of a tongue therein. The Jurie Caid not long be- 
foe they returned with their verdite guiltie, where vpon 
they had ſentence of qęath pꝛonounced againſt them, and 
were both hanged ar Martfozt the fourth day of Auguſt. 8 
1606. | 
\ q Thus karre (gentle reader) haue J ſet down bꝛiellp and 
' trulythe maner ofthis monſtrous magacre. And how farre 
it hath pleaſed God to reueale ſome of the Autho2s:and fo; 
ſome ſecrete purpoſe beſt knownetoHhiunſelſe, toconceale 
thereft, which queſtionleſſe ſhall he made knou ne in his 
Food appoluted ?ime,mherritthallbee moſt fo; his honour 
and glozie. In the meant time. et me iutreat all you which 
doe reade 02 beare this ruvhfutlaifeourſe, to meditate (as J 
doe and will) on the many miſgeies and miſchances man- 
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kind is ſublect to, which if you doe, queſtionleſſe you will 
makelefle (op at the birth of pour childzen, and lcfſe ſozrow 
at their death then commonly you doe, and rather ſecke (tn 


ſome ſozt) to imitate iboſe Þeathens, which did ing and 


daunce at the death of their childꝛen, then thoſe Chꝛiſtians 
Which doe mourne and ſoꝛrow as men paſt hope. As foz 
ide lone which ozdinarily men beare vnto their childꝛen, it 
may moꝛe fitlye bee called lone fo themſelnes, then fo 
their childzen. Foz not withſtanding we all know oz ought 
to know, that no one is lrulp happy till his end, if he die 
well vet many (nay moſt of vs) doc rather deſire to haue 
our childzen ſurutue vs, then to ſee them fairely beſtowed 
befoze vs. Neuer thinking, reſpec ing, oz regarding, what 
may come to them after our death:ſo our humoꝛs be fed in 


- onrlives. And if this map not truly be ſaid to be ſelſe · loue, 


I know not what isſetfe-lone. Therefoze let vs all and 


euer one of vs, referre and put our willes to Gods will, 


alluring our ſelues, that all things ſhall wozke togither foz 
the beit, ſoz them that lone and fearc him. 

As fo2 the edler and his wife, which the child hath con- 
feſt to haue robbed and kild her father and mother, they are 
not pet found out, noꝛ is the place and abode of her too vn; 

loztunate Parents yet knowne But pet all in good 
time kit be the will of the Amightie, both the 
one and the other ſhall come 
to light. Amen. 


